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Questions Youth Are Asking
DEAR ME OR DEAR DRUGS?
I think your column is great, and
I'm sure you can help me. I've been
going with my boyfriend for two
years. He wants to marry me when
I finish college. I love him dearly,
but I'm scared. He thinks drugs
(LSD, marijuana, mescalene, reds)
are good, but he only takes them
once in a while—and not around
me, for he knows I don't like it. I've
asked him many times to quit. I try
to be a good Christian, and I pray
that God will work things out. It
would hurt us both to break up, but
I don't want a husband who takes
dope. Do I tell him it's either drugs
or me, or do I keep praying?

God respects a man's freedom too
much to compel your friend to give
up his drugs; so I cannot quote
any Bible text guaranteeing your
prayers will be answered. God's
Spirit will attempt to persuade him
( John 16:8, 9 ), so your prayers may
be answered.
Your fiance thinks he loves you,
but he loves you less than pills! He
loves Christ still less. His body is
a "temple of God," yet he insists on
"defiling" it. 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17.
If a boy will not make a sacrifice in
Christ's name for a girl he says he
loves before he marries her, the
chances are slim he'll ever do it

later. In compassion the Bible
warns Christian youth, "Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers." 2 Corinthians 6:14.
If you're nearly through college,
time is running short for you. Slip
yourself into the "Available" column
as soon as possible. Christ will help
you make the break. Read Hebrews
13:5-8. Maybe this will help you
too. After reading all of your beautiful letter, I think ( forgive me)
that any guy who prefers dope to
you is a dope himself!
THE BIBLE AND PREMARITAL SEX
Could you please give me some
Bible references why one shouldn't
engage in premarital sex? I and a
friend were talking about it. Please
give me as much information as
possible. And please, kind of hurry.
OK? Thank you.

The Ten Commandments say,
"Thou shalt not commit adultery."
Exodus 20:14. Adultery is having
sex with someone other than the
person you're married to ( when
you're married ). This says a lot
about premarital sex, because when
you mess around with a lot of different people before you get married, you find it hard to be true to
just one person after you're married. This is a big reason why so

many marriages don't work out
nowadays.
"This is the will of God, . . . that
ye should abstain from fornication."
1 Thessalonians 4:3. Fornication is
any kind of sexual relation committed other than between a married couple. The Reach Out Bible
puts it this way: "God wants you
to be holy and pure, and to keep
clear of all sexual sin so that each
of you will marry in holiness and
honor."
The most important thing the
Bible says about sex is that marriage is a symbol of the relationship
between Jesus and His church.
True marriage is a pure, holy relationship in which husband and wife
are willing to make any necessary
personal sacrifice ( as Jesus did for
us) in order to help each other become good and upright. See Ephesians 5:21-33. The Bible says that
God made marriage; God made the
true love between people that is a
symbol of His love for us. Real
love is described in 1 Corinthians
13: "Love does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful."
"Love never ends." RSV.
All too often when kids say they
love each other, they mean only
that they happen to have a nice
feeling about each other for the
time being. It isn't real love at all!
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Answered by Mervyn Maxwell

What the Bible says about sex is
that it should be an expression of
true, sacrificing, lifelong love between two married people. To mess
up this kind of love with cheap,
premarital sex is to POLLUTE
something beautiful.
WHY DO CHRISTIANS HAVE
CAR ACCIDENTS?
So many of my friends have had
car accidents the past few months
that I'm almost afraid to go anywhere anymore. Several of them
have even been killed. I know they
prayed and read their Bibles. They
were lots better Christians than I
am. My favorite text used to be,
"Fear thou not; for I am with thee."
Isaiah 41:10. But what good can it
do me to pray God to keep me safe,
when He didn't work any miracles
to keep them safe?

Since you asked, try looking at it
this way.
How does the smile of a goodlooking guy get from the other side
of the library through your eye and
into your brain to haunt your memory? You've had high school science. You know about light waves
and photons, irises and eyeballs,
rods and cones, adesonine triphosphate, messenger RNA, and all of
those things. You know that seeing
and remembering are orderly pro-

cesses that follow the laws of science. And yet you also know that
you don't really know how it happens at all. Why is a photon? Who
tells RNA what to do?
All of life is like this. Every
breath is a miracle. Yet everything
we do, consciously or unconsciously, follows laws. God's laws.
His "natural laws." The Bible says,
"Whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap." Galatians 6:7.
Exercise, and you feel good. Overeat, and your stomach aches. Look
at a boy, and he sticks in your mind.
The ability to drive a car is itself
a miracle. But God's natural laws
say, "Drive when you're sleepy and
you'll lose control. Apply your
brakes on ice and you'll skid."
In answer to prayer God performs just enough super miracles
in snatching His believing ones
from death, that sometimes Christians feel they can safely break
God's laws about safe driving and
still count on Him to protect them.
But God's grace isn't given to teach
us to be careless at the wheel.
Yet if we err here, His promise
remains true. "I am with thee." If
we're injured or bereaved, He will
sustain us with comfort and courage. If we're killed, He will mark
our graves and raise us up on the
resurrection day.

INDIAN VOLUNTEER
I live in India and have been
working as a storekeeper for a construction company since several
years ago. Along with my duties
I am doing the work of God to help
those who don't know about our
God Jesus Christ. There is no church
here or other prayer group. To the
glory of God I have started a gospel service and a Sunday School.
Please help in any way you can.
Please pray for us. I am waiting for
your early reply.

Congratulations! I have written
the Voice of Prophecy in Poona,
India, to send you their free Bible
Correspondence Course. It will
help you greatly in preparing your
sermons.
I ask everyone who reads this to
pray for you.

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?
Would you like to ask Mervyn
Maxwell to help you find an answer? If so, send your question to
Mervyn Maxwell
"Signs of the Times"
1350 Villa Street
Mountain View, California 94040
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Fifty thousand dollars cash. Offered by a man who had everything—land, stocks, insurance,
mountain cabin, and all the rest.
Dying in a hospital, his desperate
offer of $50,000 was made to
anyone who could keep him
alive. Accustomed to buying
whatever he desired, he only
now realized that life was
one thing without a price.

But suppose he could have purchased some miracle drug to
keep him alive temporarily.
What then? Even a miracle drug
can't provide immortality. But
wait. The Bible does say that it
is possible to live forever, that
eternal life is offered to everyone. But it can't be bought. It's
free. A gift. Learn more about
this free gift. Now. Without cost
or obligation. Just mail coupon.
You will receive a set of easy-tounderstand Bible study guides
to help you as you study.
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